
 

ALGONQUIN NEGOTIATION REPRESENTATIVES AIP/TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF CANADA AND ONTARIO - 

January 2011 
Dear Elector,  

As the Principal Negotiator for the Algonquins of Ontario (AOO), I am pleased to 
provide a report on the state of the negotiations with the Governments of Canada 
and Ontario (the Governments) which we hope will lead to an Agreement in 
Principle and a Treaty. I am also writing to provide you with the details of the 
upcoming elections of the Algonquin Negotiation Representatives (ANRs) and a 
brief word on the Ratification Process.  

Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) Ratification Process

  

On December 13, 2010, Laura Sarazin, the Chair of the Algonquin AIP 
Ratification Committee sent a letter and package of materials for enrolling as an 
Algonquin Voter. Once the ANRs and Governments have agreed upon the AIP, 
you, the Voter will have the chance to vote on the AIP. Please read the material 
in the package carefully, complete the form and return the form in the envelope 
provided as soon as possible.  

This is a very important step in approving the AIP and will have a bearing on the 
ANR elections. Pikwàkanagàn Members also must enroll in this process to vote 
on the AIP, but their Elections are separate from the other nine Community ANR 
Elections.   

ANR Elections

  

The last elections for ANRs other than Pikwàkanagàn took place in May, 2008. 
The ANRs for Pikwàkanagàn continue to be the Chief and Council who will be 
elected in their next general election on March 26, 2011 pursuant to 
Pikwàkanagàn s Custom Election Code.  

The same criteria being used for eligibility to vote in the AIP Ratification Process 
will be used in the elections for the other nine ANRs.   



   
The creation of an Electors List using the AIP criteria is time consuming. As a 
result, the ANR elections other than Pikwàkanagàn s elections will occur later 
than the third anniversary of the 2008 ANR elections.  

Algonquins who have been enrolled to become AIP Voters will become the 
electors for the 2011 ANR elections. It is important that you complete and mail in 
your AIP Voter enrollment forms to ensure that you can also vote in the elections. 
Electors will continue to have the community affiliation which is on file. If you 
wish to change your community affiliation for the ANR elections you must 
complete a new Declaration of Representation form.  

The ANR Election Process 2011 document is enclosed with this letter.  

Algonquin Voters, Electors and Beneficiaries

  

I am often asked, what is the difference between being a voter, an elector and a 
beneficiary?  

Firstly, an Algonquin Voter is someone who has declared him/herself an 
Algonquin, has sent in a Voter Application Form for the AIP Ratification Process, 
has been approved and has not been successfully challenged in that Process. 
The Algonquin Voter s name will be added to the Preliminary Voters List and 
then, the Final Voters List. The Voter will be able to vote on the AIP when it is 
presented for approval.  

An Algonquin Elector for the purpose of the 2011 ANR Elections is someone 
who is an Algonquin Voter as described above. The Elector has also declared 
him/herself a Member of one of the nine Communities (other than 
Pikwàkanagàn) participating in the Treaty Negotiation process.  

An Algonquin Elector is qualified to run for and/or vote for the ANR position within 
his/her Community.  

ANRs elected by the Electors then have the responsibilities of directing the 
Principal Negotiator, the Technical Advisory Group (TAG), the Executive Director 
and staff in the AOO Consultation Office as well as responding to consultation 
initiatives during the ongoing Treaty negotiations.  

An Algonquin Beneficiary will be someone who declared him/herself an 
Algonquin, meets the Beneficiary Criteria to be set out in the Treaty, and agrees 
to accept the terms and benefits of the Treaty.  

It is expected that the enrolment criteria that has been developed for an 
Algonquin Voter will be very much like the criteria for an Algonquin Beneficiary, 
but that process is not complete. There are still important issues to be discussed, 
such as Community Acceptance and Customary Adoption as possible criteria. 



   
Your input in that ongoing discussion is encouraged and welcomed. 
I hope that helps. If you still have questions please contact your ANR.  

AIP/Treaty Negotiations

 
The ANRs, with the assistance of the Technical Advisory Group TAG Team 
comprised of Jim Hunton of JP2G, Legal Counsel Alan Pratt, Economist Brad 
Heys, Accountant Bruce Thompson and Researcher Joan Holmes have been 
holding internal meetings with the ANRs and, along with those ANRs Main Table 
meetings with the Negotiation Teams from Canada and Ontario on a monthly 
basis since I last reported to you in June of 2010. Those monthly meetings (and 
occasionally bimonthly meetings) have been held, where possible, in different 
communities throughout the Traditional Territory so that community meetings 
with the local Algonquin electors can be held.  

I am very pleased with the progress that has been made in those negotiations 
though they have not been without their challenges.  

With the input and assistance of many Algonquins and the advice of our TAG 
Team, preliminary land selections throughout the Territory are being discussed. 
In addition, preliminary discussions have been held with respect to the ongoing 
management of parks including Algonquin Park, the Territorial Boundaries, 
harvesting, natural resources including forestry, post-settlement governance, 
capital transfers and many other complicated and important matters. Discussions 
to resolve the issues are ongoing.  

The Governments have demonstrated a genuine resolve to find a solution to the 
complicated issues involved and I am confident that an AIP can be achieved 

 

though it will require additional time and commitment to do so.  

I very much appreciate your ongoing interest and dedication to this process, 
should you have any questions or comments on my report, please do not 
hesitate to contact your ANR, or me. 

Yours very truly, 

 

Robert J. Potts 
Principal Negotiator and Senior Legal Counsel 
Algonquin Treaty Negotiations 

Telephone: 1-877-593-7221 x3952 
email: bpotts@blaney.com  
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